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Similar to answering the question of the half-full or half-empty glass, the judgement on the status
of the “health” of democracy and reconciliation in SEE depends on the perspectives of the
viewer. Missing the target for democracy and reconciliation represents the biggest possible loss
for the peoples of the region, donors, politicians and investors alike: a loss of time, the single
most precious commodity for humans. The European Union must build on the already
accumulated capital, by setting concrete priorities for NGOs and civil society, so as not to throw
away all that has been achieved in the past 15 years. The alternative is a prolonged period of
political instability, poverty and economic stagnation, which is much worse as a prospect
for the future than a real past of violent conflict.

OVERVIEW

Providing an overview of the process for democracy and reconciliation in Southeast Europe is
similar to answering the questions of a half empty or half full glass. If the question is there in the
first place, the answer can only depend on the perspective; in other words, on the optimism or
pessimism of the viewer. The status or “health” of Democracy and Reconciliation in
Southeast Europe actually depends on what we compare it with.

Compared to the monolith one-party states of the Communist era, or the multi-party autocracy of
Milosevic or Tudjman, it could be said that democracy is flourishing in Southeast Europe.
Compared to the bloodshed of the 1990s, one could even say that reconciliation is in full swing.
But such a diagnosis would not be a sign of optimism, but rather of foolishness. We are nowhere
near having any reasons for complacency, not even for being satisfied.

We have three countries in the region (Cyprus, Greece and Slovenia) within the European Union.
We have two in the waiting room (Bulgaria and Romania). And we have one knocking on the
waiting room door (Croatia). The rest are out in the courtyard, some of them unhappy, some
acting miserable and feeling left out. It is also important to keep in mind that there may be two
more countries a year from now, if Kosovo and Montenegro go their separate ways, away from
Serbia.

Are they all countries with a stable, secure democratic system, a feasible market economy and
reconciled with each other? The answer is — however regrettably - obviously “no”.

WHAT MORE CAN WE DO?

In all honesty, it is more than fair to continue asking: “Have we not already poured billions of
Euro into the region, building bridges, power plants and schools? Have we not given technical
and expert aid on how to transform, restructure and democratise? Have we not sent peacekeepers
to Bosnia and Kosovo to safeguard borders, protect minority rights and help the community
rebuild itself? Have we not created tens of thousands of jobs, propped up shaky governments and
shown them the way towards the EU? What more do you ask of us? What more can we do?”
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For a businessman, the question of continuing an entrepreneurial undertaking is simple enough: is
this investment worth holding on to, or should we cut our losses and leave? Of course, EU
political institutions have their own decision and policy making mechanisms for determining the
future of the financial and political investments they have made in Southeast Europe. But given
the growing role of the private sector as a development partner, and even more in re-invigorating
economic mobility and growth, we have an interest as much as an obligation to share our opinion.

Democracy and Reconciliation do not fall within the “hard core” of business. They are a

process, and if we wish to envision a European future for the whole region, then democracy
and reconciliation are a destiny that needs to be fulfilled, no matter how long it takes.

TIME AND TIMING

In late January, Albanians in Kosovo refused permission to Serbian President Boris Tadic who
wanted to attend the funeral of the late Kosovar President, Ibrahim Rugova. Even if we accept
that in this particular occasion the timing was not ripe, it should not be forgotten that whatever
happens with the status talks on Kosovo, whether Kosovo becomes independent tomorrow, or
whether it remains a part of Serbia forever, one thing will not change: Albanians and Serbs
were, are and will remain neighbours.

Therefore, reconcile they must, the only question remaining being that of when. It is in the
best interest of the EU, and of all partners involved in the regional development process, to do all
it can to speed up this process: each year the process takes is a year lost — for the peoples of the
region, for economic welfare, for regional stability, for European prospects of the region. This
loss is surely measurable to Euros, but primarily it is a question of the most precious
commodity a human being can have — time. Far too much time has already been wasted.

EMPHASIS ON CIVIL SOCIETY

Infrastructure rehabilitation and reconstruction are perhaps the most visible signs of regional
development — the proof of our engagement and commitment for bringing the region out of a
post-war situation. Infrastructure is the means of this process; the end is the people. As we
clearly saw during the March 17" 2004 riots in Kosovo, everything that has taken months to
rebuild, can disappear overnight. If we do not strengthen the delicate beginnings of democracy
and reconciliation in Southeast Europe, all the moneys poured into infrastructure are at risk.

THE RISK

The risk is not a fully blown war — even if conflict in that sense is over, today’s risks lie with a
prolonged period of political instability, poverty and economic stagnation. This is an equally
bad prospect, or even worse: it refers to the future and not the past. Countries in such a state
are prolific ground for organised crime, drugs and human trafficking, terrorism, and this picture is
far away from the picture of countries at the threshold of Europe.
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THE COST OF NOT ACTING

In the dark years of Milosevic’s rule in Serbia, it was the civil society, the NGOs that played a
crucial part of the battle against tyranny. They carried the huge burden which in countries with a
developed democracy is shouldered by opposition parties. It was similar in Croatia during the
Tudjman years, it was similar in the Ukraine ahead of the “Orange Revolution”. This part of the
society in budding democracies, the civic sector, is at risk now, and this is where all of us can do
more to help. It would not be an understatement that we currently ran the risk of losing so
much that has been achieved field in the past 15 years since the break-up of Communism.

TAKING ACTION

It is unfortunate that we are in the process of losing a strategic ally in this field — the United
States. Through USAID and a plethora or other organisations, huge sums of money have been
invested and an enormous effort to build up the civil society, to strengthen the weak and fragile
roots of democracy in Southeast Europe. It is not a question of “mission accomplished”, but an
issue of priorities and as we all know, the priorities for the American administration at the
moment lie elsewhere, not in Southeast Europe. There is a downsizing of missions, some offices
are closing down and funds are becoming extremely scarce. And, things will not change in the
foreseeable future.

SUPPORTING NGOs

Rather than moan and groan about this unfortunate development, the European Union should be
grateful for the assistance so far provided and the work already done, and jump in and fill
the rising gap. The CARDS programme which has done a lot in the past for fostering civil
society and has practically disappeared. The new Instruments for Accession have very few funds
for the civil society and the procedures for applying can be even more complex than the much-
discussed public-private partnership projects for financing infrastructure projects. NGOs are
being asked more and more to perform as if they can live on air and water alone, and grants for
organisational support are almost non existent, at a time when their initiatives and vigor are most
needed.

Business Advisory Council for Southeast Europe
c¢/o BICC P.O. Box 1575 GR 54006 Thessaloniki Greece o tel/fax + 302310 257261-3 @ mbozoudi(@biccgr.org





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


